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Morrison Nature Center 
at Star K Ranch 
16002 E. Smith Road • 303.326.8445
Wednesday-Friday, noon—4:30 p.m. 
Saturday-Sunday, 9 a.m.—4:30 p.m. 

Senac Creek Nature Center 
at Aurora Reservoir
5800 S. Powhaton Road • 303.326.8429
Wednesday-Friday, noon—4:30 p.m. 
Saturday-Sunday, 9 a.m.—4:30 p.m. 

Plains Conservation Center
21901 E. Hampden Ave. • 303.326.8380
Wednesday-Friday, noon—4:30 p.m. 
Saturday-Sunday, 9 a.m.—4:30 p.m. 

COMMUNITY NATURALIST PROGRAMS 

CELEBRATE YOUR CHILD’S 
BIRTHDAY IN NATURE  
Celebrate your child’s next birthday at Morrison or Senac 
Creek Nature Center. Nature parties accommodate up 
to 20 kids and feature your child’s favorite local nature 
topics through fun games, educational activities and 
discovery time on the trail. Parties cost $85 for up to 3 
hours (including set up and clean up) and are designed 
for children ages 4 to 12.  

BOY AND GIRL SCOUT PROGRAMS  
Our naturalist-led programs connect scouts to the 
natural world. Programs meet requirements for some 
badges, including the Cub Scout World Conservation 
Award. Scout programs require a $2 per scout fee and a 
$20 deposit when the program is scheduled. 

COMMUNITY AND MEET-UP GROUPS  
Need a guest speaker for your garden club, HOA meeting, 
Rotary or other professional or social group? Aurora 
naturalists offer engaging and relevant presentations on 
topics people love to learn about and discuss. Programs 
take place at any of our nature centers or open space 
areas. Community programs have a fee of $25. 

SCHEDULING A PROGRAM  
Choose a topic(s) and select a date and time. We recommend 
having several dates selected because our schedule can 
fill up quickly. Programs can be held at one of our nature 
centers or at one of our many open spaces. A minimum of 10 
participants is required. Due to resource protection or limited 
facilities, some sites may have participant limits as low as 30 
people. Remember that programs can be tailored to most 
special needs and interests. Let us know what interests you! 

AURORA WELCOMES FALL

Fall not only marks a change of season, but also a 
drastic change in food availability and temperature for 
many Aurora species. Some insect eating species such 
as nighthawks need to follow the food and head south, 
while others like the little and big brown bats begin to 
find their winter hibernation sites. As you find yourself 
migrating from the breezy patio to the comfort of an 
indoor venue this fall, we invite you to watch for all the 
migration that’s going on in Aurora’s wild places! 

SEPTEMBER◄◄
• This month’s full moon is known as the harvest 

moon, marking the time to harvest certain crops. 
The moon rises right as the sun sets, giving 
farmers additional light for harvesting.

• The Autumn Equinox, when the sun is directly over 
the equator, occurs on Sept. 23.

• Mule deer bucks start to lose velvet from their antlers.
• Large flocks of songbirds begin to gather before 

flying south.
• The beautiful colors of aspen leaves reach their 

peak by late September.

OCTOBER◄◄
• The Orionid meteor shower peaks in the southeast 

sky between the 19 and the 22. 
• The rut season begins for white-tailed deer 
 and pronghorn.
• Hooded mergansers, buffleheads and common 

goldeneyes begin to arrive.
• Rattlesnakes join for communal hibernating in 

rocky hillsides and prairie dog holes. 
• Gumweed, rabbitbrush and some senecios continue 

to bloom. 
 
NOVEMBER◄◄
•  The Cygnus constellation (the Swan or Northern 

Cross) features Deneb, a giant star with a 
luminosity ten thousand times greater than that 
of our sun. It lies just above the western horizon 
around 10 p.m.

•  Mule and white-tailed deer mate.
•  Several species of ducks start developing their 

brightly colored plumage. 
•  Box elder bugs, spiders and crickets try to move indoors. 

Welcome fall and enjoy the natural beauty of 
Aurora by joining the Aurora naturalist team 
for a hike, campfire or full moon walk!

AuroraGov.org/Nature



FULL MOON HIKES Ages 8 and older 
Discover Aurora’s true nature under the light of the 
full moon and learn a little about its history through 
this guided nature hike. 
17896 Hunter’s Moon Sun., Oct. 13, 6-7:30 p.m. 

PLAINS CONSERVATION CENTER◄◄
All programs at PCC require registration through the 
Denver Botanic Gardens website. Visit BotanicGardens.org, 
click education registration; Plains Conservation Center.  

ASTRONOMY NIGHTS Ages 6 and older, $8 per person  
Join us to learn about the night sky through a scientific 
presentation and mythology and folklore of the stars. 
Sizing up the Universe: A simplified discussion of 
several methods used to measure the vast distances 
to objects in the Universe. Covers the short distance 
to the moon out to the edge of the known Universe. 
Fri., Sept. 6, 7:30- 9:30 p.m.  
Black Holes: What, Where, Why and How: Take a journey 
from Einstein’s conjecture through decades of speculation 
and indirect evidence to the recent first photograph.
Fri., Oct. 4, 6-8 p.m. 
Hubble Tour of the Solar System: This is a grand 
tour of our Solar System using Hubble Telescope 
images of planets and moons as we go from Mercury 
to Pluto and beyond. 
Fri., Nov. 1, 6-8 p.m. 
 
THE INS, OUTS, UPS and DOWNS OF PRAIRIE 
DOGS Ages 12 and older, $10 per person
Have you ever been curious about those mound-building 
rodents you sometimes see around Aurora?  Whether you 
think they are cute or a nuisance, there is no denying that 
they play a big role in shaping the prairie. Participate in 
an informative presentation on prairie dogs followed by a 
wagon ride tour of the Plains Conservation Center. 
Sun., Sept. 22, 2-4 p.m.   

PRAIRIE BIRDING 
Ages 6 and older, $5 per person
Enjoy the open prairie and it’s diversity of plant and 
animal life as you search for resident birds. Whether 
you are new to birding or a seasoned pro, this is a 
great opportunity to meet other bird enthusiasts.  
Sun., Sept. 29, 9-10:30 a.m. 

PRONGHORN: NOT AN ANTELOPE, BUT A 
LIVING FOSSIL OF THE PLEISTOCENE 
Ages 8 and older, $10 per person
When we spot them, we think mystery and antelope! 
These survivors from another world are native to 
Aurora and have adapted to the changing landscape. 
Join us for a wagon ride at the Plains Conservation 
Center to observe and learn about these living fossils 
from the Pleistocene- pronghorn. 
Sun., Sept. 29, 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 

PLAINS CONSERVATION CENTER 
WAGON TOUR All ages, $10 per person
Get to know the prairie in a whole new way. On our 
ride across the plains, participants watch for wildlife 
in the landscape. With stops at the sod homes and 
tipi camp, your group will experience what it was like 
to be a homesteader and a Plains Native American 
living on the prairie in the 1800’s. 
Select Saturdays from 10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
 
PRAIRIE HOMESTEAD SELF-GUIDED TOUR 
All ages, $3 per person 
Join us at the Plains Conservation Center for a self-
guided tour of our historical sod village and tipis. 
Immerse yourself in a replication of an 1880s prairie 
homestead village with authentic artifacts and 
depending on the season, real farm animals. Available 
during open hours, depending on programming. 

MIGRATING RAPTORS All ages
Explore your wild side and experience LIVE raptors at 
the Birds of Prey program presented by HawkQuest.
Sat., Sept. 21, 10-11 a.m. 

STAR K KIDS Ages 5 and younger 
Discover Aurora’s true nature through puppets, 
interactive activities and discovery time on the trail. 
No registration required. 
Every Thursday, 9:30 a.m. and 11 a.m. 
 
JR RANGERS Ages 6-12
Learn about Aurora’s true nature as you explore Star 
K Ranch. 
17716 Beavers Sun., Sept. 8 
17717 Spooky Creatures of the Night Sun., Oct. 13   
17719 Signs of Animals Sun., Nov. 10
1:30-3 p.m. 
 
NATURE AT NIGHT Ages 2 and older 
Discover the world of nature that thrives when the sun 
goes down. 
16911 Bats Fri., Sept. 20, 6:30-7:30 p.m. 
16913 Spooky Creatures Campfire Fri., Oct. 18, 5:45-
6:45 p.m.  

SAND CREEK HISTORY HIKE  Ages 18 and older 
Appreciate the important roles topography, plants and 
animals play in our environment and how they have 
influenced history, folklore and culture with this guided hike.  
17726 Mon., Oct. 7, 10 a.m.-noon  

TRICK-OR-TREAT NATURE TRAIL All ages
Join us to learn about all things nature as you trick-or-
treat around the nature trail. Costumes are welcome and 
encouraged! No registration required.
Sun., Oct. 27, 1-4 p.m.

When attending a program at the Senac Creek Nature 
Center, reservoir entry is free during the time of the program. 

LITTLE NATURALISTS Ages 5 and younger 
Join us with your little ones for puppets, games and 
discovery time on the trail at Aurora Reservoir. No 
registration required. 
Every Friday, 9:30-10:30 a.m. 

FISHING WITH A RANGER 101 All ages 
While fishing, learn effective techniques, current 
fishing regulations and fish identification.   
17702 Sun., Oct. 13
17705 Wed., Oct. 30
10 a.m.-noon
Aurora Reservoir East Dam and Parking Lot  

BIRD WALKS Ages 8 and older 
Join us to observe what birds are out and about.  
16905 Sat., Sept. 14, 8:30-10 a.m. 
Confluence Open Space 
16906 Sat., Oct. 12, 8:30-10 a.m. 
Ponderosa Preserve 
16909 Sat., Nov. 9, 8:30-10 a.m. 
Pronghorn Natural Area  
 
HIKING WITH ALL 5 SENSES Ages 5 and older 
Immerse yourself in nature and learn tips to make 
your nature walks more enjoyable. 
17711 Sept. 14
17712 Sept. 28
Sat., noon-1:30 p.m. 
Quincy Reservoir  

FULL MOON HIKES Ages 8 and older 
Discover Aurora’s true nature under the light of the 
full moon and learn a little about its history through 
this guided nature hike. 
17894 Harvest Moon Sat., Sept. 14, 6:30-8 p.m. 
Coal Creek Arena/Sand Creek Riparian Preserve

OPEN SPACE PROGRAMS◄◄

Registration is required for all programs, except for Star K Kids, Little Naturalists and Trick-or-Treat Trail. 
To register for nature programs, call 303.326.8650 or visit AuroraGov.org/Nature. Children under 16 must be accompanied 

by a registered adult for all programs except Junior Rangers and school break programs. Programs may be canceled due to low 
registration or poor weather. For information, contact us at 303.326.8445 or nature@auroragov.org.

MORRISON NATURE CENTER AT STAR K RANCH◄◄ 

SENAC CREEK NATURE CENTER AT AURORA RESERVOIR◄◄


